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Hearing aid assistC:lnceior seniors in ue
DEAR SAVVY SENIOR:' fered through many local ~ne)~d pay a $75 nonrefundable ") locate a club in your area. Next L I···· • .

Are there any organ~1;l.- Lions Clubs throughout 'application fee. Visit FoundationFO( \ month, Sertoma is also launch- oca organize:
'tions that you know of. t~e United States, the. . rSightandS0llIl:d.org or .call631-366- ing H?aring ~h~rities of Amer~ca' , Depending on where l
that offer low-cost hearing LIons Affordable Hearmg 3461 for more information. . . (HearmgChantles.org), an afflliate other hearing aid assist:
aids to seniors on a very Aid Project provides the ~H .. -' _-~._.---J ./) program that provides hearing programs may be availa
tight budget? - HARD OF opportunity to purchase nearNOW '. aids to those in need who don't Check with your Area A
HEARING new; behind-the-ear, digital A national nonprofit program live near a participating club. on Aging (call800-677-llj
DEAR HARD: Un- , hearing aids manufactured and part of the Starkey Hearing. your local number) or y<

fo~t~atelY, there a~e by Rexton for $200per aid. Foundation, HearNow provides Audlent assistive technologies dir
m~lhons o~U.S. semorso . T? be eligible, m~~tclubs new digitalhearing aids to those This nonprofit service helps www.ataporg.org for COD'
w~tthh'het,armgd~doshsw~o g SAWY will-require your income to in need, for practically free.Your people purchase new digital to find out if there are aJ
WI ou nee e earmg SEN' 10'R b b I 200 . t f the' nl heari b'· ty i .ids b thev si pl e e ow zoupercen 0 ,e 0 y costs are a earmg test y hearing.aids at discounts tang- coun or state program!
~~n't ::~~ethe:i.~it~ By Jim Miller ~ederal poverty level, whlcha.n audiologist and aD:appI~Fa-. ingfrom 30 to 75 percent. To be nonprofit organizations t
hearing aids are expensive, IS less than $21,6?0 (or. tion fee..of $100($200.if y~u re.. eligible, your income must be no help. A!so check the Ioca
typically costing between . ~29,140r.0r a family of two) requ~s~mg ~wo hearmg aids). To higher than $27,075,or $36,425for of ~ervlCe grOUps such al
$1,000 and $3,000 per eat,and most. . .m 2009.,p?~tact your.l~cal be eligible Inthe lower 48 states, a fainily of two (the guidelines in ~Ill~hts of Columbus, M
in urance companies including LIons Club to see if they participate your mcome must be less than. H .. d AI k 'hi h ). timists, Elks, Easter Sea!
s , . . .' T " h v: I al $ 40 ( $ 6 5 II) lth awan an as a are . g er. 'Medicare .don't cover-.th..em. m th.ISproject. 0 reacnyour; oc 18, 3. or 24,.7 as a coup e WI A t t consid d G t Way and Quota Internat. . , ." 1 b . it L' Cl b . '.' . ":.11" limit d t T l' . all' sse s are no consi ere, 0 0 ThBut there's good news. To~ay c u ,VISI Ions.' U s.org or c.<U,L, I e asse s. ? .earn more, .c . AudientAlliance.org or call 877-283.' ey, too, :'llay offer assl

there are a number of orgamza- 800-747-4448to get the number to 80.0-328-8602or VISIt the Web site at formor 'inti' t' . Sav.vy Tin: The Better. '. . "'ffi" . S· th ldm h /h - . 4368 or more· orma Ion. .' ..•..tions that offer hearing aid as-. your sta~eLIOnsRlu118 .. ce,w~llch o. , ewor ay ear.org eamow, . ' . I~s~ltute offers a comprs
sistance programs to help t~ose ill can refer y~u to your comm~mty w~er~ you can download an ap- . Travelers listmg of hearmg aid fin
need. Most programs have mcome -representatIve. .... , plication. " . . .. .., resources at BetterHeari
requirements. t~at -yolfU need to . .' A'.," .... ~..'~-'.. ' 'H" .,:-.;'~- ! .,S rt· .......' ".Traye~ers Protec~iV'eAssoci~tion - click on "Resources,"
meet to be -eligible, and they all Help merlca ear .. e oma of America-offers a scholarship "Financial Assistance."
req~ire ~ hear~g e.valuation by an "Proyided by the. Fqundattonfor, S~rt(:mia 'is a civic service , ~st fund to help pay fo,~hearing .
audiologist, WhICh m most cases \Sight:,&;Sound ana. llleEarQ Group' organization that has more than aids to those who need assistance.
you'll have to pay for yourself. \ Help.Anierlca'Heal,\provides free 600 clubs nalionwi~e,some of There are no income' or asset
Here's where to look for help. . : digitaIhearihgai~s'Jo,individuals which collect used-bearing aids, qualifications. Applications must be
. CI b makmg,.le~s fuan'$25;OOOper year.. have them refurbished, and dis- received each year by March 1. To
Lions US, \All applic!Ul~ mJl~t be referred by tribute. them to 'local, low-income download an application, visit the
. Provided by' the Lions Clubs ~an EarQ:hear:mg professional (call seniors in need. can 816-333-8300 .Web site at www.tpahq.org or call
International Foundation'and of- \~®432-7500 or see EarQ~co,m to find oJ;visit www.Sertoma.org to 314-371-0533.
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Jim Miller is a regula,
iorto NBC's "Today" sh.
author oj a book titled ".
Senior." Send your senio
tions to: Savvy Senior, P
5443,Norman, OK 73070,
www.savvysenior:org.
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